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SUBJECT: MORE REACTION TO USG STATEMENTS ON COMMUNIST 
PARTICIPATION IN WEST EUROPEAN GOVTS 

REF: MADRID 0683; 0670 

1. MADRID’S CENTRIST "INFORMACIONES" JAN. 21 ELICITED 

THE FOLLOWING RESPONSES FROM THE MAJOR NATIONAL PARTIES 
TO USG STATEMENTS IN OPPOSITION TO COMMUNIST PARTICIPA- 
TION IN WEST EUROPEAN GOVTS: 

2. UCD (INTERNATIONAL SECRETARY JAVIER RUPEREZ) 

"FOR THE US, THE PRESENCE OF COMMUNISTS IN WEST 
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EUROPEAN GOVTS CAN MEAN A FURTHERING OF THE SOVIETS' 
GLOBAL INTERESTS. ..FROM THIS POINT OF VIEW, THE MOST 
VIRULENT REACTIONS AGAINST THE STATE DEPT'S STATEMENTS 
ARE NO MORE THAN SCANDALOUSLY SANCTIMONIOUS .. .THE 
DECLARATIONS OF THE CARTER ADMINISTRATION ARE NOTHING 
MORE THAN A RETURN TO WHAT KISSINGER SAID REPEATEDLY... 
AT ALL EVENTS, THEY DO NOT AFFECT US DIRECTLY, AND 
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ONLY SPAIN'S FUTURE, MANIFESTED THROUGH THE BALLOT BOX, 

WILT. TELL US IF THE COMMUNISTS HAVE SUFFICIENT ELECTORAL 
SUPPORT TO ACCEDE TO POWER." 

3. PSOE (PRESS SECRETARY JAVIER SOLANA): INDEPENDENTLY 
OF ANY JUDGMENT AS TO THE DEMOCRATIC CREDIBILITY OF 
THE EUROCOMMUNISTS, "NO COUNTRY - INCLUDING THE US - 
CAN PERMIT OUTSIDE INTERFERENCE" IN ITS INTERNAL 
AFFAIRS.. .IT IS "UNACCEPTABLE THAT THE CARTER ADMINISTRA- 
TION HAS ISSUED A LOUD COMMUNIQUE AGAINST THE COMMUNISTS, 
WHEN ONLY A FEW MONTHS AGO PRESIDENT CARTER SUPPORTED 
THE SOVEREIGN RIGHT OF ALL PEOPLES TO GOVERN THEMSELVES." 

IN A SIMILAR VEIN, PSOE SECGEN FELIPE GONZALEZ, 

CAMPAIGNING FOR THE PSOE- AFFILIATED UGT LABOR UNION IN 
ASTURIAS OVER THE WEEKEND, REPORTEDLY LABELLED THE 
STATEMENTS "INTOLERABLE INTERFERENCE." 

4. PCE (CENTRAL COMMITTEE): THE PCE STATEMENT REPORTED 
BY "INFORM ACIONES" WAS ESSENTIALLY A REITERATION OF 
THE REACTION REPORTED REFTEL. IT REJECTS THE USG 
STATEMENTS AS "INTOLERABLE INTEREFERENCE IN THE 
INTERNAL AFFAIRS OF THE WEST EUROPEAN COUNTRIES," AND 
PORTRAYS NATO AS THE USG'S "INSTRUMENT FOR POLITICAL 
INTERVENTION IN EUROPE." 

5. AP (SECGEN MANUEL FRAGA): "THINGS CHANGE WHEN 
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COUNTRIES ENTER INTO A MILITARY COALITION LIKE NATO, 

WHICH BRINGS WITH IT PERMANENT POLITICAL AND MILITARY 
ACCORDS. THE PRESENCE OF COMMUNISTS IN THE GOVT OF A 
NATO MEMBER STATE BRINGS WITHOUT DOUBT QUESTIONS OF 
SECURITY OF THE GREATEST IMPORTANCE, AND WHICH IT IS 
NOT POSSIBLE TO IGNORE OR EXTENUATE THROUGH THE USE 
OF THE DOUBTFUL CONCEPT OF 'EUROCOMMUNISM.'" 

6. COMMENT: THE MUTED REACTION HERE TO THE EUROCOMMUNISM 
STATEMENTS (REFTEL) HAS TAILED OFF EVEN FURTHER. EXCEPT 
FOR "INFORMACIONES"' COMPILATION, WHICH WAS PRINTED ON AN 
INSIDE PAGE OF ITS SATURDAY POLITICAL SUPPLEMENT, AND 
GONZALEZ' REMARKS, WHICH APPARENTLY WERE IN RESPONSE 

TO A QUESTION AND WHICH RECEIVED ALMOST NO ATTENTION 
FROM LOCAL PRESS, ONLY OTHER ALLUSION BY POLITICAL 
LEADER TO THE STATEMENTS SINCE THE JAN. 19 "DIARIO 16" 

STORY WAS CONTAINED IN AN INTERVIEW WITH PCE SECGEN 
SANTIAGO CARRILLO PUBLISHED JAN. 22 BY MADRID'S "EL 
PAIS" (TEXT BEING POUCHED). WHEN ASKED IF THE SEMPRUN 
BOOK ON THE PCE (MADRID 0205) WAS PART OF A VAST 
CAMPAIGN, LAUNCHED SIMULTANEOUSLY BY MOSCOW AND WASHING- 
TON (PRESUMABLY INCLUDING US EUROCOMMUNISM STATEMENTS) 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


AGAINST EUROCOMMUNISM, CARRILLO RESPONDED THAT, WHILE 
HE COULD NOT BELIEVE SEMPRUN WAS ACTING ON BEHALF OF 
FOREIGN POWERS, THE BOOK HAD INDEED BECOME AN INSTRUMENT 
OF "THAT CAMPAIGN." STABLER 
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